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HOME INVASION
Fear the Walking Dead centers around a group of people, trying to live in a zombie-ridden society. In this show, society still functions in a primitive way, a big difference to what we see in the series' companion show, The Walking Dead. This was an important factor that influenced our way of thinking.

We started looking at genre tropes on which we could start building our idea on. The first one was home invasion, a recurring theme in zombie fiction. In zombie films, this act generally means two things: zombies getting in from the outside, or someone inside turning into one of the creatures. This led to the second trope that shaped our idea: a human turning into one of the monsters.

We wanted to dramatize the situation of someone turning into a zombie in a home setting, but we also wanted to ground our idea in reality. We decided to put a twist on the invasion-transformation trope and depict an unfortunate misunderstanding that only looks like a transformation. We wanted to recreate the gory, disturbing imagery of the show, using an everyday situation with everyday objects that could be interpreted as horror elements. We wanted to emphasize this double meaning by using a tagline that also has multiple interpretations: meaning a literal invasion of zombies and the arrival of season 4.

We decided to make our film a humorous one; we felt this approach has the real potential to become viral by being shared on social media.

Another challenge was to incorporate an exciting element of season 4 into the film: the appearance of Morgan Jones, a character from the original series. Having no rights to use any image of the character, we hid subtle hints of him, a real Easter Egg for the fans of the original show.

We follow our hero in the morning as he makes some food in the kitchen. He starts boiling some sauce in a pan. As he tastes it, he accidently burns his tongue. He takes the pan off, spilling some of the sauce on the counter. Leaning on the counter, he slips on the spilled sauce! Nothing to get hold on, he grabs the pan in despair, spilling the sauce on and all around himself. As he falls back on the ground traumatized, his flatmate walks in.  We see what he sees: the kitchen is full of blood, his flatmate laying on the floor, turning around, moaning loudly. It's obvious: he is one of the undead. The flatmate takes a staff to fight off the monster, as our hero wails desperately, unable to speak with his burned tongue. The flatmate starts walking towards him, as we cut to black.

We incorporated the character of Morgan Jones into our film in a subtle way: when the flatmate walk in the kitchen and mistakes our hero for an undead, he takes a nearby staff to defend himself. This is no ordinary staff however: it is a bo staff, the iconic weapon of Morgan Jones from the original series. This way, he makes an appearance in our film embodied by his staff, which is a cool Easter Egg for the fans of The Walking Dead. We further emphasize his character in our final shot, where this iconic staff is unmistakably recognizable.

